MEDIA RELEASE
         





11 July 2010


[image: image1.jpg]AUSTRALIAN

REPRODUCTIVE

HEALTH

ALLIANCE






GOOD DATA GIVES THE REAL STORY 
ARHA (Australian Reproductive Health Alliance) will mark World Population Day (Sunday, 11 July) by fully supporting the UNFPA in its 2010 quest to emphasise the importance of data for development.

This year’s theme is ‘Everyone Counts’, underscoring the importance of reliable, accurate data to be applied when making decisions affecting people’s lives. It is the disaggregated data that is critical. 
ARHA’s CEO, Mary Mertin-Ryan says, “It is only by breaking down data by specific populations that the true situation is revealed”.  

Reproductive and maternal health remain a major challenge to governments and health care providers worldwide. Recent research has revealed that, since 1980, worldwide trends in maternal mortality have declined, however a closer look at the figures also reveals an increase in some countries. Further, deep inequities within some countries means that it is most commonly the poorest and most marginalised groups – often rural and indigenous women - experiencing the majority of maternal deaths. Reliable information about the rates and trends in maternal mortality is essential for planning and assessment of progress towards Millennium Development Goal 5 (MDG 5). One of the targets is a 75% reduction in the maternal mortality ratio.

Ms Mertin-Ryan says “reproductive and maternal health are critical determinants of overall population health worldwide and access to reproductive health and education is vital if other development goals are to be met”. Lack of access to reliable and current data is a major impediment to effective development planning and evaluation in both developed and developing countries.  NGOs cannot operate effectively without basic demographic and socioeconomic data.  
“This is certainly the case for ARHA when attempting to work in developing countries where there is a lack of data on the health of the female population and a lack of high-quality data generally”.

“So we call on all agencies in the field of development assistance to get behind the UNFPA call for improved collection and use of data when determining international assistance.”
Contact – Mary Mertin-Ryan (CEO) 0410 623 030

ARHA’s mission is to promote public support for enhanced reproductive sexual health in Australia and internationally, and to promote the advancement of the status of women and girls www.arha.org.au
