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Every minute around the world a woman dies in child birth

 or from pregnancy related complications
525, 600 women die each year
Misunderstandings on family planning guidelines

With a women dying every minute around the world in childbirth or pregnancy related complications, it is time to make sure women and their families who want to be able to space their children and limit the sizes of the families, can do so, according to the Australian Reproductive Health Alliance (ARHA). 
"It is time to make sure women and their families who want to be able to space their children and limit the size of their families can do so.  Mothers are dying because they do not have access to family panning," says CEO, Jane Singleton. 
99% of all maternal deaths occur in developing countries.
“We in Australia have a responsibility to offer assistance in the fullest range of health care. We should not deny the rights we have, to women in the developing world where those rights are within the law”, she says. 

“Half a million women are dying every year in pregnancy and related complications.  It is estimated that children whose mothers have died are 3 to 10 times more likely to die within two years than those who have both parents alive. Girls, in particular, suffer because they are forced to drop out of school to look after younger siblings when their mother dies.”
“This is not about providing abortions in countries where it is illegal but providing full access to family planning and education about unsafe abortion and where abortion is legal, to safe abortion.” 
The Parliamentary Group on Population and Development which has representatives of all the major parties and leadership formed by Senator Claire Moore (ALP), Dr Mal Washer MP (Liberal) and Senator Lyn Allison (Democrats) made an all party delegation to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Stephen Smith MP, last month to seek the removal of the Guidelines.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has the power to strike out the Family Planning Guidelines which are embedded in AusAID policy, not in legislation or regulation.  
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