


Mission statement

1. The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance’s mission is to promote 
public support for enhanced reproductive and sexual health in Australia and 
internationally, and promote the advancement of the status of women and 
girls by means of and including:
•	 the production of educational materials; 
•	 the organisation of seminars and workshops; 
•	 the preparation of briefing materials for members of the press; 
•	 networking with parliamentarians, government departments and 
	 other interested parties as required; and 
•	 the support and promotion of alliances with opinion makers with 	 	
	 comparable aims and objectives. 

2. To promote knowledge, education and research relating to the 
development of family planning and other reproductive health services, 
paying particular attention to the needs of indigenous people, both within 
Australia and internationally.

3. Where appropriate, to identify and support specific development projects 
which promote reproductive health, and enhance the status of women and 
girls, either working independently or with partner organisations.

4. To promote, maintain and extend the interest of ARHA members in 
a broad range of issues concerning reproductive health and its role in 
development.



ARHA people

2007 – 08 Staff members
Chief Executive Offi cer   Jane Singleton
Finance Offi cer (part time)  Carly Turner 
Parliamentary Offi cer   Alice Ruxton 
Program and Policy Manager  Julie Wiltshire
Administrative Offi cer (part time) Danielle Turner
Communications Manager   Tom Gosling (to 3/08)

Honorary life members and patrons
Patrons    Emeritus Professor John Caldwell AO, FASSA
    Wendy McCarthy AO
    Marie Coleman 
    Dr Harry Cohen AM
Honorary Life Members   Dr Margaret Reynolds 
    Colin Hollis
    Dianne Proctor     
    Hon Trish Worth 
    Dr Margaret Dean 
    Hon Wendy Fatin 
    Penny Kane
    Lesley Vick 
    Marie Coleman 
    Dr John Hirshman
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 Name   Qualifi cations   Appointed
President Heather Macdonald  MSc PHC, Post Grad Dip CH, SRN, SCM   2004
Vice-President James Redden   M Soc Science     2004
 Jane Hearn   BA/LLB, Dip Social Welfare     2005
Treasurer Allison Diaccono   BBus(Accounting)   2007
Secretary Beverly Aitkin   BSci, MNursing   2006
Members Meredith Burgmann  PhD, MA, BA   2007
 Jean Shannon   MBA, BA                                    2008
 Kelsey Powell   BEd Studies, Dip AICD, RN, RM        2007
 John Gerofi    PhD Eng, MsEng, BSci   2007
 Claire Hewat   BSci Dip Nut. Dietetics  2006 
 Amanda Lopez   MHist of Art   2006

2007 – 08 Board members
Date



President’s Report

This has been a 
year of considerable 
challenges, the new 
political landscape 
offering the best 
opportunity in a decade 
for improving sexual and 
reproductive health in 
the Asia Pacifi c region, 
while at the same time, 
availability of resources 
to organisations such 
as ARHA to implement 
the new Government’s 
commitments remains 
seemingly out of reach. 

ARHA has faced diffi culties in maintaining 
funding for its activities.  While fundraising 
activity has continued, during late 2007 
ARHA had to downsize and in 2008 moved 
to smaller and more economical premises. 
Budgeting was tight and the Board has 
monitored the fi nancials monthly. 

The incoming Labor Government 
highlighted the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) as a major priority of its 
overseas development assistance and 
has committed its support of sexual 
and reproductive health. This is a clear 
indication of the impact of ARHA’s 
work with the Parliamentary Group on 
Population and Development (PGPD) 
and the Roundtable Discussions held in 
2006 and follow up in 2007.  The resulting 
recommendation is that there be a 
reassessment of the AusAID Family
 

Planning Guidelines 
which affect the way 
AusAID and other 
development bodies are 
able to support sexual 
and reproductive health 
internationally. 

Yet it remains 
disappointing that 
the Family Planning 
Guidelines are still 
in place despite the 
obvious negative impact 
as indicated by recent 
reports that funding for 
family planning activities 

by AusAID has fallen to one sixth its level 
compared to a decade ago. 

Much remains to be done.  In the 2008-
09 budget the new Government has 
estimated that the Overseas Delevopment 
Aid / Gross National Income (GNI) ratio for 
the aid program for the next four years will 
steadily increase over the next four years 
from 0.32% to 0.38% by 2011 - 2012.  The 
rate of growth will need to continue if the 
Government is to reach its commitment of 
0.5% of GNI by 2015, and yet this still falls 
short of the 0.7% of GNI recommended by 
the United Nations. 

The new CEO Jane Singleton, who 
joined ARHA mid 2007, has progressed 
in re-enforcing important international 
links with sexual and reproductive health 
NGOs, as well as establishing ties with the 
Parliamentary Secretary for International
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The Board also thanks the vision and 
endeavours of Jane Singleton’s hard work 
and dedication to overseeing ARHA during 
a diffi cult period of considerable funding 
uncertainties, and restructuring to a smaller 
staff team and relocation to a new offi ce. 
The efforts and loyalty of past and new 
staff has been exceptional and are greatly 
recognised and appreciated by the Board.

ARHA wishes to thank one of its major 
funders, the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation, for its long standing support 
since 1995, which ended in 2007. We 
also thank the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation and the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) for their 
continuing support, and our members and 
other donors who have supported us in 
many ways, large and small throughout this 
and previous years.

Finally, you have my assurance that this 
Board remains fully committed to ARHA 
and we will do all in our power to obtain 
substantial funding that will allow us to 
continue our important advocacy efforts into 
the future. 

                                  Heather Macdonald

Development Assistance, the Hon Bob 
McMullan MP and the Parliamentary 
Secretary for Pacifi c Island Affairs, the 
Hon Duncan Kerr SC MP following 
their respective appointments. Jane 
has strengthened networking with other 
agencies to manage signifi cant changes 
that have occurred within the Government 
aid bureaucracy in the aftermath of the 
elections. 

Initiatives undertaken by ARHA in 
collaboration with partners have been 
encouraging. The Sexual and Reproductive 
Health Programme in Crisis and Post-
Crisis Situations in East, Southeast Asia 
and the Pacifi c (SPRINT Initiative) is an 
exciting programme that will incorporate 
sexual and reproductive health activities 
into traditional humanitarian responses.  
ARHA achieved a high media profi le during 
the launch. It was rewarding for ARHA 
that the new Parliamentary Secretary for 
International Development Assistance, 
Mr Bob McMullan, launched SPRINT in 
Parliament House as one of his fi rst duties 
since appointed.  His speech 
highlighted the importance of sexual and 
reproductive health, in striking contrast to 
the previous Government’s stance.  

ARHA’s Board welcomed new members 
during 2008 all of whom bring a wide range 
of skills and experience to our organisation.

I wish to thank all members for their support 
and commitment over this diffi cult year 
and extend special thanks to Amanda 
Lopez who have since left the Board due to 
moving overseas.   
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Chief Executive Offi cer’s Report

This has been both a 
very exciting and yet 
extremely challenging 
year for ARHA.  The 
incoming Government’s 
prioritisation and focus 
on the Millennium 
Development Goals 
(MDGs) has been most 
welcome. Yet, we are still 
lagging behind in bringing 
much needed resources to 
our neighbouring countries 
in the Asia Pacifi c region 
to boost sexual and 
reproductive health.  

The Australian Government’s commitment 
to increasing its ODA expenditure to 
0.5% by the year 2012 is welcome news.  
However recent fi gures showing Australia’s 
funding for family planning programs has 
fallen to one sixth of its level a decade ago 
(from 0.44 per cent in 1996 to just 0.07 
per cent last year) is a harsh reminder 
of how we are failing our neighbouring 
countries in prioritising family planning 
as a key development issue. It is also a 
grim illustration of the effect of AusAID’s 
Family Planning Guidelines which limits 
the way AusAID funding can be used in 
family planning services, information and 
education.

ARHA has continued to advocate with 
energy and passion for the removal of the 
Family Planning Guidelines following the 
successful media coverage and 

dissemination of the 
PGPD’s Roundtable 
hearings in the Federal 
Parliament on Sexual and 
Reproductive Health in 
Australia’s Aid Program – 
The Way Forward.

After the election in 
November 2007, Senator 
Claire Moore (ALP 
Queensland), a long term 
and very active member 
of the PGPD, became its 
new Chair.

 
The Secretariat has been appreciative of 
the energy and enthusiasm of the work 
of the previous Chair, Dr Mal Washer MP 
who remains active in the PGPD as its Vice 
Chair. 

The PGPD formed a delegation to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon 
Stephen Smith MP to request him to 
abolish the Family Planning guidelines on 
14th May 2008.  The all party delegation 
had hopes that  the recommendations 
of the Roundtable hearings would be 
implemented by the Minister; however at 
time of writing this has not occurred. 

Due to the sensitive nature of advocacy 
and the need to respect bureaucratic 
and political process, much of ARHA’s 
work remains ‘hidden’ behind the scenes 
advocacy. I wish to thank the PGPD and 
ARHA’s members and supporters as well 
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as our staff for their unfl agging patience 
and their determination to pursue our 
mission and work.

ARHA has been proud to be a part of an 
exciting new partnership called the SPRINT 
Initiative (Sexual and
Reproductive Health Programme in 
Crises and Post-Crises Situation in East, 
Southeast Asia and the Pacifi c).  In 
partnership with IPPF and UNSW, the 
PGPD hosted the offi cial launch of the 
SPRINT Initiative from Parliament House 
on 18th February 2008. A large number of 
NGO representatives attended the launch 
and the inaugural SPRINT seminar.  We 
were delighted the new Parliamentary 
Secretary for International Development 
Assistance, the Hon Bob McMullan MP, 
(a long term and committed member of 
the PGPD) launched SPRINT in Australia 
and his speech highlighted the importance 
of sexual and reproductive health to 
achieving the MDGs.  It was the fi rst time 
in more than a decade the Government 
had committed itself to support of this all 
important determinant of development. 

The SPRINT Initiative secretariat has 
already conducted training in Kuala 
Lumpur, Sydney and Fiji on raising 
awareness on the importance of 
reproductive health management and 
assessment in confl ict, post confl ict and 
refugee situations. The programme is 
expected to be rolled out over the next two 
years in a number of countries.

Much appreciation must be given for the 
support from ARHA’s current and past 
donors, including the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation, the David and Lucile

Packard Foundation and UNFPA. Without 
their vision and generous commitment to 
the ICPD agenda, the work to date could 
not have been achieved. However, due to 
changes in their funding and organisational 
priorities, Hewlett Foundation made a 
decision to discontinue funding of ARHA, 
effective at the end of 2007. The Packard 
Foundation also changed its funding 
cycles and a reorganisation within UNFPA 
structures delayed receipt of their funding 
for several months.  This has affected both 
the operation of and forward planning for 
ARHA through the second half of the year.   

To ensure the organisation’s continued 
fi nancial stability, staffi ng was more than 
halved in 2007 and in early 2008 ARHA 
relocated to a smaller offi ce.  There 
needed to be careful prioritization of 
activities and reduction of administration 
and overheads’ expenditure. This involved 
relocating the offi ce to smaller premises, 
bringing bookkeeping in-house, the loss 
of our business manager, communications 
manager and administration staff, the 
appointment of a part time parliamentary 
offi cer to replace two full time staffers, and 
to seek qualifi ed volunteers to work on our 
web sites and e-newsletters. 

While staffi ng changes brings fresh 
challenges, it also allows opportunities 
to bring new skills and knowledge to the 
organisation, and our new Policy and 
Programme Manager, Julie Wiltshire was 
recruited who has more than 10 years 
fi eld experience, as well as the new 
parliamentary offi cer, Alice Ruxton. I thank 
the previous staff for their hard work and 
formally welcome our new people whose 
energy and commitment has been integral
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Mission statement

1. The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance’s mission is to promote 
public support for enhanced reproductive and sexual health in Australia and 
internationally, and promote the advancement of the status of women and 
girls by means of and including:
•	 the production of educational materials; 
•	 the organisation of seminars and workshops; 
•	 the preparation of briefing materials for members of the press; 
•	 networking with parliamentarians, government departments and 
	 other interested parties as required; and 
•	 the support and promotion of alliances with opinion makers with 	 	
	 comparable aims and objectives. 

2. To promote knowledge, education and research relating to the 
development of family planning and other reproductive health services, 
paying particular attention to the needs of indigenous people, both within 
Australia and internationally.

3. Where appropriate, to identify and support specific development projects 
which promote reproductive health, and enhance the status of women and 
girls, either working independently or with partner organisations.

4. To promote, maintain and extend the interest of ARHA members in 
a broad range of issues concerning reproductive health and its role in 
development.



Annual Report 
2007 - 2008

ARHA is a member of the Australian Council for International Development 
ARHA has NGO special consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations.

The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance
PO BOX 41
Deakin West

ACT 2600
Tel: 02 6249 6566
Fax: 02 6249 6577
www.arha.org.au

IPPF ESEAOR/Tran-China




